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" The Central Intelligence Agency yester-

day accused Frank Snepp, a former agent,
of violating his security oath and his
word by pubhshmg an extensive analysis
of the agency's role in South Vxetnam
without obtaining prior appmval
“- In a statement, the agency said that
‘Adm, Stansfield M. Turner, the Director
of Central Intelligence, met last May 17
with Mr. Snepp to discuss his book, which
'was then in progress. After Mr. Snepp
‘promised’ to abide by his security oath
‘and submit a copy of his. finished work
to the C.LA. for clearance, the statement
continued, Admiral Tumer'pr'ovided him
with some unclassified materials; ~ .7t
 Compounding the anger of some CI1A
officials- yesterday was the fact that the
Government is apparently powerless to
take any immediate sanctions against the
Snepp book, a 580-page: work that was
edited and printed amid great secrecy by
Randem House. An article about the book
was pubhshed yesterday in The New York
Times.. *3, e
. How 'l‘umer Found Out

In its statement, the C.LA. sand that
Admiral Turner did not learn of the publi-
cation of Mr. Snepp’s work “until he read
descnptxons of the book m today s news-
paper.. . o >

Lawyers and others farmhar wnh the
agency’s secrecy oath said yesterday that
Mr. Snepp, by publishing his work with-
out C.LA. clearance, was ‘not guilty of
a crime: He would be guilty, they said,
only if he turned classified information
over to*.a-foreign intelligence source,
which would be'a vxolauon of the natmn s
espionagélaws.. 143 2

. One possxble sanction vadable to the] the
CIA.-yesterday was to. seek a halt to
the publication of the work, but a high-
level official in: the . agency- said that the
agency. had determined. that more, than
15,000, copiesr~of “the. Snepp- book .were
on their” ‘Way to bookstores across the
nation."- ° -

- Mr. Snepp’ s book, titled “Decent Inter-
val,” deals with a series of alleged intelli-
zence mistakes and misjudgements on the
part of high officials of- the Ford Adminis-
ration that resulted in poor planning for
he evacuatmn “of “Americans ‘and Viet-
amese ' allies.”from Sangon in ‘the ° fmal
lays of. the.Vxetnam war in April, 1975....,

Mr. Snepp, who. served at. the time as
he C.LA.” s-eprmc:pal analyst -of - North |

fletnamese affanrs, speclfically resen'ed
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-0 lack of plannmg as an “mstxtutxonal
~disgrace” that -resulted, he said, in the
~abandonment of thousands of South Viet-

‘“‘namese collabetatbrs and- intelhgence

<operatives. « .

-5 Late yesterday, the Jushce Department
confirmed that Griffin B. Bell, the Attor-
General, had discuesed the Snepp
“book with Admiral Turner, -

# In a statement, a department spokes--
man said that the matter had been re-
-ferred to the civil division for- further
{study. No immediate action against Mr.

-Snepp or the distribution of the book is

.being planned, a spokesman said.

+- Random House officials acknowledged
7that Mr. Snepp had deliberately- misled
Admlral Turner at their meeting in May.
T=%Once he made the ‘decision that it
“'should be published,” Robert L. Bernstein,
‘the chairman and president of Random

‘House, said of Mr. Snepp, “we agreed

*it should be published, as it was a respon- | .

sible and lawful work.” -
v- One C.I.A. official who was present at
“the Snepp-Turner meeting in May told
a reporter that Mr. Snepp “promised oral-
ly, without any qualification or hesita-
rtion, that he would provxde us thh a
copy ot the book.”. * . :
L ~Author Not Avaﬂable
¥!' *It's on ething to go ahead and take
ayour chances,” he added heatedly, “but
*it’s “another- thmg to dehberately- mis-
:Iead »ow b
Mr. Sriepp could not be reached for
.commentyesterday. S BT e
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At a series of meetings at nhe CIA.L

‘Jyesterday, high officials apparently decid-
1 ed not to permit agency personnel to re-
‘spond to specific charges of wrongdoing
in the Snepp book. One official who ini-
“tially expressed willingness to discuss the
,hook later told a newsman that the could
pot do S0;, - f. 2L

| effect covered up its evacuation failures
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" William E.” Colby; who was “Director|
of Centrat Intelligence at the time of the
fall of Saigon, told a reporter late Wenés-
day that he had discussed Mr.- Snepp’s
complaints in mid- 197a and found then
unsubstantiated. ,
+ “The question_ of when the evacuatxon
should have béen ordered has. been
hashed over and over,” Mr. Colby, who
is mow in private law practice, said. “Th
fact is that 130,000 Vietnamege and all
the Americans who wanted to get out.”

‘Graham A. Martin, the- last- - United
States . Ambassador . to Saigon, wh-was
also singled out for criticism by Mr.
Snepp, defended hisjudgments in g tele-
phone interview yesterday.

Speaking from .Florence, Italy, where
the retired State Deparment dxplomat said
that he was “picking some olives,” he
also said that more than 100,000 Viet-
namese had escaped Saigon and added,
1 thmk that fact is answer enough.”

: Stands By Judgments 5

"On the whole,” he said, I think that
the judgments I made at the nme proved
to be right.” ;.

"Mr.. Snepp,_ in_his detax!ed account
accused Mr, Martin and others, including
| Henry A. Kissinger, who-then was Secre-
tary of State, of ignoring hard intelli-
gence on North Vietnamese intentions in
| a futile last-ditch effort to to. ‘negotiate
coalition government in South Vietnam. .
. Mr. Snepp also ‘said that the C.LA. in

later-in, 1973, and that,” he said forced
him to resign and begin writing his book.
In its statement yesterday, the C.LA.
said, ."Previous allegatlons concerning |
C.LA. misconduct in Vietnam have been
thoroughly investigated by the: C.LA.”
The agebcy .offered to-make: copies - of
those investigations available to the Sen-

ate and HOuse Intelligence Committees

“for any use they want to make ¢ of it™. - A




